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Headlines:

Trump Vows Crackdown After National Guard Shootings – After an Afghan
asylum recipient shot two National Guardsmen in the District of Columbia,
President Trump called for a halt to asylum decisions, a "permanent pause" on
"migration from all Third World Countries," and an indefinite pause on visas for
Afghan nationals, along with reviewing those who were admitted under the
Biden administration. He also ordered a review of permanent residents from
19 countries and threatened other actions.

DHS Terminates Temporary Protected Status Designation for Haiti and
Burma – The termination of the Haiti TPS designation is effective February 3,
2026, and Burma's TPS termination is effective January 26, 2026.

Details:
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Trump Vows Crackdown After National Guard Shootings

After an Afghan asylum recipient shot two National Guardsmen in the District
of Columbia, killing one and putting the other in critical condition, President
Trump vowed to take additional actions against certain noncitizens in the
United States or waiting to get in. He called for a halt to asylum decisions, a
"permanent pause" on "migration from all Third World Countries," and an
indefinite pause on visas for Afghan nationals, along with reviewing those who
were admitted under the Biden administration. He also ordered a review of
green card holders from 19 countries and threatened other actions, including
denaturalizing "migrants who undermine domestic tranquility" and deporting
those who are "non-compatible with Western Civilization." He said the goal was
"achieving a major reduction in illegal and disruptive populations."

https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/2025/11/28/asylum-decisions-pause-trump-immigration/
https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/115625427648743414
https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/2025/11/28/asylum-decisions-pause-trump-immigration/
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Shortly after President Trump's post, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS) Director Joseph Edlow confirmed that USCIS "has halted all asylum
decisions until we can ensure that every alien is vetted and screened to the
maximum degree possible." USCIS officers can still work on asylum applications
and review cases but will not approve, deny, or close applications until further
notice. He also said that "t the direction of @POTUS, I have directed a full scale,
rigorous reexamination of every Green Card for every alien from every country
of concern." The Department of State said the agency has "IMMEDIATELY
paused visa issuance for individuals traveling on Afghan passports." According
to reports, there are about 265,000 Afghans outside of the United States whose
applications were in the pipeline, including approximately 180,000 Afghan
applicants for Special Immigrant Visas who had worked for the U.S.
government. A cable sent to all diplomatic and consular posts on November 28,
2025, said that consular officers should reject all immigrant and nonimmigrant
visa applications from Afghans, effective immediately. Consular officers were
told not to give out any visas to Afghans, including those that have already been
printed. Department of Homeland Security Assistant Secretary Tricia
McLaughlin said, "Effective immediately, processing of all immigration requests
relating to Afghan nationals is stopped indefinitely pending further review of
security and vetting protocols. The Trump Administration is also reviewing all
asylum cases approved under the Biden Administration."

The 19 countries whose green card holders will undergo a review include
Afghanistan, Burma, Chad, Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea,
Haiti, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Yemen, Burundi, Cuba, Laos, Sierra Leone,
Togo, Turkmenistan, and Venezuela. USCIS said it "will consider relevant
country-specific factors when using its broad discretionary authorities"
regarding people from these countries. "Effective immediately, I am issuing new
policy guidance that authorizes USCIS officers to consider country-specific
factors as significant negative factors when reviewing immigration requests,"
USCIS Director Edlow said. USCIS said the new policy guidance, "including
consideration of country-specific factors such as a country's ability to issue
secure identity documents," applies to requests pending or filed on or after
November 27, 2025. The guidance notes that country-specific factors "include
but are not limited to insufficient vetting and screening information that limits
USCIS’ ability to assess the risks posed" by people from the identified countries.

A motive for the shootings has not yet been identified. According to reports, the

https://x.com/USCISJoe/status/1994545007588774347?s=20
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cdxweyy157go
https://x.com/USCISJoe/status/1994114271844676047?s=20
https://x.com/StateDept/status/1994549917222617206?s=20
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-state-department-stops-processing-visas-afghan-allies-2025-11-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-state-department-stops-processing-visas-afghan-allies-2025-11-29/
https://www.cnn.com/2025/11/27/politics/us-reexamining-green-card-holders-19-countries
https://www.cnn.com/2025/11/27/politics/us-reexamining-green-card-holders-19-countries
https://www.uscis.gov/newsroom/news-releases/uscis-implements-additional-national-security-measures-in-the-in-the-wake-of-national-guard-shooting
https://www.uscis.gov/newsroom/news-releases/uscis-implements-additional-national-security-measures-in-the-in-the-wake-of-national-guard-shooting
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-manual-updates/20251127-Discretion.pdf
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person who shot the National Guardsmen entered the United States under
Operation Allies Welcome in 2021 after he had worked with the United States
on counterterrorism operations in Afghanistan. He was vetted along with
others who came in via that program. The Trump administration granted him
asylum earlier this year. His green card was pending.

Afghans in the United States expressed horror at the shootings. An Afghan
community coalition said that "wenty years of Afghan-U.S. partnership must
not be forgotten."
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DHS Terminates Temporary Protected Status Designation for Haiti and Burma

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced that it is terminating
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) designations for Haiti and Burma.

The termination of the Haiti TPS designation is effective February 3, 2026.
DHS said those leaving the United States can use the CBP Home mobile
application to report their departure. The self-deportation process
"includes a complimentary plane ticket, a $1,000 exit bonus, and potential
future opportunities for legal immigration to the United States," DHS said.
DHS issued the related Federal Register notice on November 28, 2025.
DHS estimated that there are approximately 352,959 nationals of Haiti
(and those having no nationality who last habitually resided in Haiti) who
hold TPS under Haiti's designation.
The termination of the Burma TPS designation is effective January 26,
2026. DHS said that Burmese nationals leaving the United states are
"encouraged" to use the CBP Home app. DHS issued the related Federal
Register notice on November 25, 2025. DHS estimated that there are
3,969 current approved beneficiaries under the designation of Burma for
TPS.
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https://www.dhs.gov/archive/operation-allies-welcome
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https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-11-28/pdf/2025-21379.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-11-25/pdf/2025-21069.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-11-25/pdf/2025-21069.pdf

