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Headlines:

DHS Publishes Interim Final Rule Ending Automatic Extension of Certain
EADs – The rule does not affect the validity of EADs that were automatically
extended before October 30, 2025, or that are otherwise automatically
extended by law or through a Federal Register notice, such as for Temporary
Protected Status-related employment documentation.

Presidential Determination Limits Refugee Admissions to Historic Low of
7,500 in FY 2026, Prioritizes Afrikaners From South Africa – The cap is the
lowest limit on refugee admissions since establishment of the United States'
refugee program in 1980. The latest determination follows the admission in
May 2025 of a group of 49 white Afrikaners into the United States as refugees.
President Trump has accused the South African government of racial
discrimination against Afrikaners, which that government has denied.

Details:
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DHS Publishes Interim Final Rule Ending Automatic Extension of Certain EADs

Effective October 30, 2025, an interim final rule published the same day ends
the automatic extension of certain Employment Authorization Documents
(EADs) (Forms I-766) for those who have timely filed an application to renew an
EAD in certain employment authorization categories. The Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) said the rule does not affect the validity of EADs that
were automatically extended before October 30, 2025, or that are otherwise
automatically extended by law or through a Federal Register notice, such as for
Temporary Protected Status (TPS)-related employment documentation.

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-10-30/pdf/2025-19702.pdf
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DHS noted that certain situations "continue to extend the validity period of a
facially expired EAD." An EAD is extended when an EAD beneficiary:

Presents a Form I-797C, Notice of Action, receipt notice showing timely
filing of a renewal EAD application before October 30, 2025. Such EADs
maintain an up-to-540-day automatic extension;
Presents an EAD that has been automatically extended by a Federal
Register notice for TPS category A12 or C19 EADs; or
Is covered under other EAD extensions provided by law, such as the
Optional Practical Training extension for science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics students (STEM-OPT) or the F-1 to H-1B cap-gap.

Dependents who have work authorization based on their immigration status,
such as L-2 and E spouses, are not included in this change. These individuals
are authorized to work based on their underlying status, not the validity of an
EAD. While some may still choose to apply for an EAD for documentation
purposes, the expiration of that card does not terminate their work
authorization, which continues as long as their status remains valid.

Employers may want to consider:

Auditing I-9 records and establishing a renewal tracking system to identify
at-risk employees.
Communicating early with foreign national staff to ensure timely filing of
renewals (which currently take seven months or more).
Assessing/developing contingency plans for critical roles potentially
affected by EAD lapses.
Monitoring DHS updates, since the rule invites public comment, which
could result in future adjustments.

Given the expected widespread impact on employers and foreign national
workers, litigation is likely. Comments on the interim final rule are due by
December 1, 2025.
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Presidential Determination Limits Refugee Admissions to Historic Low of 7,500 in
FY 2026, Prioritizes Afrikaners From South Africa

A Presidential Determination published on October 30, 2025, limits refugee
admissions in Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 to 7,500 and prioritizes Afrikaners from

https://www.uscis.gov/working-in-the-united-states/students-and-exchange-visitors/optional-practical-training-extension-for-stem-students-stem-opt
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.uscis.gov%2Fworking-in-the-united-states%2Ftemporary-workers%2Fh-1b-specialty-occupations%2Fextension-of-post-completion-optional-practical-training-opt-and-f-1-status-for-eligible-students/1/0101019a3ae9fccf-93667431-b38d-4fd8-85c9-f476897fd471-000000/fqNwpUazUW4UBEqmo9bBBmeRUFcRfdN9p6B9RFBUFnY=429
https://www.klaskolaw.com/automatic-ead-renewals-ended/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Client%20Alert%20-%20Limited%20to%20the%20Face%20Value%20of%20the%20EAD%20Automatic%20Renewals%20Ended&utm_content=Client%20Alert%20-%20Limited%20to%20the%20Face%20Value%20of%20the%20EAD%20Automatic%20Renewals%20Ended+CID_0ce0833754ef9d9e6f3bfd8fb424263c&utm_source=EmailMarketing&utm_term=Read%20More
https://www.regulations.gov/
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-10-31/pdf/2025-19752.pdf
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South Africa: "The admissions numbers shall primarily be allocated among
Afrikaners from South Africa pursuant to Executive Order 14204, and other
victims of illegal or unjust discrimination in their respective homelands."

The latest determination follows the admission in May 2025 of a group of 49
white Afrikaners into the United States as refugees. President Trump has
accused the South African government of racial discrimination against
Afrikaners, which that government has denied.

The cap is the lowest limit on refugee admissions since establishment of the
United States' refugee program in 1980. For comparison, the most recent
previous refugee admissions cap was 125,000 in FY 2025.
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https://www.federalregister.gov/executive-order/14204
https://apnews.com/article/south-africa-trump-musk-afrikaners-0f58dfe1651671d30fcbe16d00c3d99c
https://apnews.com/article/south-africa-us-refugees-trump-98a72fdb1f71edc960136b92cbd62db4
https://www.nwpb.org/npr-top-stories/2025-10-30/trump-administration-sets-lowest-ever-cap-on-refugee-admissions-to-u-s

